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DESCRIPTION OF THE GRANT SCHEME
1. Introduction
The Grant Scheme of the Association of the Carpathian Region Universities (ACRU) is designed to stimulate and promote student mobility (BA, MA and PhD level) as well as teaching and administrative staff mobility within the network of ACRU’s member universities in accordance with Article 5, Article 6, and Article 7 of the Constitution. 
2. Types of activities supported by the Grant Scheme
· Study visits/stays

· Summer schools

· Workshops

· Courses
· Conferences

· Small grants for supporting research activities inside ACRU

3. Eligibility criteria
An application shall only be considered eligible if it meets all of the following conditions:
· It is complete - i.e. at least the following administrative forms and documents are present:
· Grant Application Form (filled in and duly signed) 

· Project Description

· Letter of Acceptance from the host institution

· Applicant’s home institution is a member of ACRU

· The host institution is a member of ACRU

· The home institution and the host institution are not located in the same country

· The applicant can be of any nationality providing that at the time of submitting the application he/she has resided in the country in which his/her home institution is located for longer than 12 months 

· The applicant has not previously benefited from an ACRU grant
4. Mobility period
Mobility periods last between 1 week and 3 months, with the exception of conferences where the mobility periods can be shorter than 1 week. 
5. Process of submission of applications and evaluation criteria
Applicants must first present their project idea to the ACRU Representative at their home university. Member universities shall make the selections among their applicants. The nominees then need the approval of the Executive Committee of ACRU who shall review their applications. 

Grant applications must be submitted as a hard copy (printout) on a prescribed form which is available on ACRU’s website and sent to ACRU’s office in Košice, Slovakia together with accompanying documents of which the obligatory documents are:

· Project Description

· Letter of Acceptance from the host institution

Since English is the official language used within ACRU, application forms as well as accompanying documents must be completed in English. 
The evaluation criteria against which applications shall be judged are as follows:

· Meeting the eligibility criteria

· Relevance of the project 
Applicants shall be informed whether their application has been approved by the Executive Committee via e-mail within 30 days of one of the deadlines for submission of applications set below. 
6. Collection dates
There are four deadlines for submitting grant applications to ACRU’s office in Košice: 

31 March

30 June

30 September

31 December

Hard-copy versions (printouts) of applications with relevant accompanying documentation must be sent by post on the date of the deadline at the latest.   
7. Award of grant
The grant is intended to offset the additional costs of mobility and not intended to cover the full costs incurred during the mobility period.  
The amount granted to successful applicants is EUR 100/week/person. 

With regard to PhD. conferences, the maximum amount granted to successful applicants (PhD. students) is EUR 150/person/conference for travel expenses and conference fees. This grant is applicable only if the conference is not part of a longer study visit/stay financed by the ACRU Grant Scheme.
Eligible costs include:

· Travel costs

· Accommodation 

· Board

· Library fees

· Registration fees for conferences

· Books and supplies
· Consumables
Successful applicants (beneficiaries) shall be awarded a grant in full amount before their mobility starts by means of signing a formal grant agreement between the beneficiary and the Association represented by the Secretary General.  
8. Obligations of the beneficiary
Final Report

Successful applicants (beneficiaries) shall be required to provide information about their work carried out at the host university in the form of a Final Report consisting of a scientific and financial part (declaration of costs).  The beneficiary shall be obliged to submit the Final Report to the ACRU Representative at beneficiary’s home institution for approval within two weeks after the mobility period has ended.  The Report shall then be forwarded to ACRU’s office in Košice. 
If the beneficiary fails to fulfil his/her obligation regarding the Final Report, his/her home university shall not be able to benefit from the Grant Scheme until an adequate correction has been made.  
Letter of Confirmation

The beneficiary shall also be required to submit a Letter of Confirmation from the host university certifying completion of the mobility period and specifying its duration to ACRU’s office in Košice within 2 weeks of his/her return.
9. Contact point
The contact details for submission of applications as well as any correspondence related to administrative issues regarding the application process are:
Prof. Jana Mojžišová, D.V.M., Ph.D. 

University of Veterinary Medicine and Pharmacy in Košice

Komenského 73

041 81 Košice

Slovak Republic 
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